
28 renovation:  BEFORE & AFTER

BRANCHING OUT
Trees lining residential streets are more often than not taken for granted, but they played a 
huge role in the renovation plans for this Applecross home

T HE natural vegetation lining the 
street where this Applecross home 
stands is credited by both the own-
ers and the designer as the main 

reason for the success of the renovation.
Designer Daniel Lomma and owners 

Domenic and Joanne Canci agree that a 
facelift of the 1970s brick-and-tile residence 
would not have been possible if not for 
the blossoming jacaranda and gum trees 
surrounding the home.

“The trees make it look as if the house has 
been there forever, even though the place 
is still relatively new,” Daniel says. “As you 
drive up the street towards the home, you 
wouldn’t even know that there has been an 
addition.”

The Cancis wanted to create a home that 
suited the immediate and long-term needs of 
their two young children.

Domenic, the director of Freo Construc-
tions, says it was important to maintain the 
home’s character and presence within the 
street while still thinking about his family’s 
living requirements.

“We tried to build something that would 
blend in with the tree line, but without being 
too obnoxious,” he says. 

“The house always had a good feel – a fam-
ily feel – so it was important to pay respect to 
the existing structure.”

Almost every room in the original home has 
been gutted and refurbished, including the 
kitchen and bathroom.

Two small bedrooms were converted into a 
laundry and powder room while the original 
master bedroom is now a guest suite.

The new central kitchen has servery win-
dows to the alfresco area as well as a large 
walk-in pantry.

A number of features associated with the 
Fremantle landscape – such as stone, tim-
ber and render – were incorporated into the 
redesign of the home.

The massive void above the formal dining 
room, which has full-height windows and 
two large stone pillars, is a striking feature of 
the ground-fl oor revamp.

“What that does is allow lots of natu-
ral light to come into the space and 

make it feel bigger than it actually is,” Daniel 
says.

“If the void wasn’t there, then it would feel 
really closed in – a bit like a dungeon.”

Capturing the potential city and river views 
on offer was also an important requirement 
of the renovation, so second and third storeys 
were added.

On the second fl oor, there is an expansive 
living room that spills out to a large balcony. 

Above that is another entertaining area built 
into the loft.

Both spaces have panoramic views of the 
city skyline and Swan River and are among 
the many entertaining options found 
throughout the house.

An alfresco area with stainless steel kitchen 
and cedar ceiling was built between the main 
house and an existing detached rear garage.

The pool was refurbished while a new 
pitched roof was put on the garage, which 
was converted into a games room with bath-
room. 

“The whole set-up works well because adults 
can be entertaining upstairs, one child can 
have friends in the loft and the other can be 
playing in the pool,” Daniel says.

“There are a few areas not being used that 
much at the moment, but you would expect 
that to change as the kids get older.”

Michael Washbourne

55 Salvado Rd, Subiaco (Cnr Harborne St)

OPEN7 DAYS

Home Building & Renovating 
Courses to SAVE YOU MONEY

at Home Base Expo

Phone 9388 1088 or visit
HomeBaseExpo.com.au to ENROL
and view ALL our courses & seminars

Course Outline
 Learn the home construction process
 How to select and employ tradespeople
 Discover the advantages of becoming an owner builder
 Learn how much you can save
 Explore a real life example of an owner builder project

Conducted by a registered builder, architect and owner builder. 
You will learn how to plan, budget, avoid the pitfalls and most 
importantly save money, putting you in control of your project.

owner builder seminar SAT
22
Jan

Date: Saturday 22nd January 2011      Time: 8:45am - 5:00pm
Cost: $165 per person or $195 per double

Includes one set of the best selling “Building and Renovating 
Guide” per single or one set per double, valued at $110

Mon to Sat 8:30am-5pm
Thurs 8:30am-8pm
Sun/Pub Hols 10am-5pmIt’s a

bout choice

Enrol Now by phoning 9388 1088 or online at HomeBaseExpo.com.au

Presented by industry experts including a lawyer, registered builder/
architect and professional interior designer, this seminar will teach you 
how to save money and get the most from your builder. 

Course Outline
 Choosing your builder
 Negotiating to save money
 Understanding building contracts
 Avoiding costly variations
 Making the right material selections

Ideal for the new 
home buyer NEW HOMES SEMINAR

“Very informative, I will defi nitely 
recommend this seminar”

SAT
12
Feb

Date: Saturday 12th February 2011    Time: 8:45am - 5:00pm
Cost: $132 per person or $165 per double

Enrol Now by phoning 9388 1088 or online at HomeBaseExpo.com.au

Course Outline
 Colour theory & application
 Planning kitchens, bathrooms & laundries
 Task and mood lighting
 Flooring, window treatments & accessories
 Understanding building plans

A professional interior designer will give you the knowledge and confi dence 
to create an interior design scheme that is perfect for your home.

This course includes a comprehensive 
manual and free colour wheel

INTERIOR DESIGN COURSE

Date: Monday 14th February 2011 Time: 6:30pm - 9:30pm
Date: Tuesday 15th February 2011 Time: 9:30am - 12:30pm
Date: Wednesday 16th February 2011 Time: 6:30pm - 9:30pm
Cost: $300 per person Duration: Every Mon, Tues or Wed for 6 weeks

Enrol Now by phoning 9388 1088 or online at HomeBaseExpo.com.au

Starts
Mon

14 Feb

MONDAY 
COURSE 
FILLING 
FAST!

Course Outline
 Communicating with your builder, designer or trades
 Understanding the building process
 Learn the skills needed to complete your project on 
time and on budget

If you’re building or renovating your home and want to discover 
the process step by step, from planning, through construction, to 
occupation, this is the course for you.

Date: Tuesday 1st February 2011       Time: 6:30pm - 9:00pm
Cost: $300 per person or $400 per double       Duration: Every Tuesday for 6 weeks

Price includes one set of the best selling “Building and Renovating 
Guide” per single or one set per double, valued at $110

building & renovating course TUE
1

Feb

Enrol Now by phoning 9388 1088 or online at HomeBaseExpo.com.au

PERTH’S ONLY FREE HOME SHOW IS ON AGAIN

FEBRUARY 5th & 6th
FREE Entry
OVER 300 Displays

FREE Seminars
FREE Parking

FREE Expert Advice
PRIZE Giveaways

Attend the Home Base Expo EXPO and 
you can go in the draw to WIN A KITCHEN 
RENOVATION to the value of $10,000 from

The renovated Applecross residence with the new second 
and third storeys blending with the surrounding trees.

Pictures: Ron Tan
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GET
THE
LOOK
✱  Building designer: Daniel 

Lomma Design,  Applecross, 
phone: 0439 933 710, 
www.daniellommadesign.com

✱  Builder: Freo Constructions, 
Kwinana, phone: 9439 8000, 
www.freogroup.com.au

✱  Tiles: Attica, Subiaco, phone: 
9382 4666, www.attica.net.au

✱  Wiring: Novalec Electrical 
Services, Bibra Lake, phone: 
0419 962 439

✱  Cabinets: Sympari Furniture, 
Bayswater, phone: 9370 4833, 
www.sympari.com.au

✱  Plumbing: Tony Garbin 
Plumbing and Gas, Hamilton 
Hill, phone: 0413 139 355

✱  Engineering: Etec 
Consultants, Stirling, phone: 
9345 7900, www.etec.com.au

This home was a  nalist in the 
Residential Alterations/Additions 
more than $200,000 category at 
the BDAWA Design Awards 2010.

.”


